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Pesticide Storage & Disposal

Objective: Participants will be able to show how to correctly store and dispose pesticides.  

APPLICATION: Review proper techniques for pesticide storage and disposal.  To ensure that 
participants fully understand techniques, prepare a scavenger hunt as a review.  For example, have 
two scenarios prepared (such as “Pesticide is stored in warm, sunny area” or “Pesticide is stored 
in cool, dry area”) with clues that lead participants to another group of questions depending on if 
they answer the question correctly.  Have participants practice pesticide disposal.

The label on a pesticide container explains how to use a pesticide safely and properly.  This includes the 
correct way to store and dispose of the pesticide.  Always follow the recommended recommendations and 
precautions listed.  

Pesticide Storage:
Pesticide labels should always be read for specifi c storage instructions.  
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Once a proper storage area has been found for your pesticides, be sure to often check the containers for 
leaks or breaks.  If the container is damaged replace it with a new container.  The replacement container 
should either be a container that held the EXACT same pesticide or a new container.  If a new container is 
used, transfer the label from the old damaged container to the new container.  

Pesticide spills should be cleaned up as recommended on the pesticide label.  Always isolate or contain 
the spill.  NEVER hose down the area when the spill occurred because run-off could occur.  To absorb 
pesticides use sand, dirt, rags, etc.  Always wear proper protective equipment when cleaning up pesticide 
spills. 

* Pesticide Disposal:Pesticide Disposal:
There are 4 steps to proper pesticide container disposal:

     ONE: Rinse container 3 times.  
    TWO: Use contaminated rinse water as part of spray solution.
THREE: Punch holes in container and crush them to prevent further use.
  FOUR: Dispose of the container at an approved sanitary landfi ll. 

To avoid disposal problems, mix only as much pesticide as needed for each use.  


