
Keeping Trees on the New 
Home Building Site

Here in Northeast 
Texas, we are 
blessed with an 
abundance of 

forested lands and woods. As 
urban expansion continues 
its spread into wooded areas, 
more of these forested lands are 
converted into neighborhoods. 
For many folks, the wooded 
environment is a major reason 
for selecting a new 
home site, so care is 
needed to preserve 
existing trees on the 
construction site.

It is best to consider tree 
preservation during 
initial site planning, 
so the right trees are 
selected for saving. 
Many people become 
concerned with the trees 
after construction has 
already begun or has 
been completed. That 
is when construction-
related problems start 
developing.

Mid-summer is a time of 
year we get many calls 
about dying trees. One 

of the þrst questions I ask is how 
old is the home. Tree stress from 
òconstruction blightó often occurs 
within one year, but the effects 
sometimes are delayed by 8 or 10 
years after the home is built. Some 
trees are only weakened, but put in 
a condition that slowly deteriorates 
over time. That weakened condition 
becomes accentuated during 




