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MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN

Greetings to all! | know everyone
is in the middle of a busy spring
season. The calendar tells us it’s
spring, but for the longest time

| could have believed it was

still January! With the unusually
abundant moisture and several late
freezes it was hard to tell. | have it
on good authority that the freezing

weather is all behind us now though.

Two big events are coming up for
Region VI in June. The first is our
next regional meeting coming up
on June 5 at TG Trees in Lubbock.
Our guests at this meeting will
include Charles Britton, current
TNLA State Chairman; Bill Brown,
this year’s Vice Chairman; and
Eddy Edmonson, TNLA President.
Come hungry — John Smothers
and the folks at TG’s are planning
quite a meal. We appreciate their
hospitality and the participation of
our sponsors.

The second event for June is the
TCNP certification test scheduled
for June 22 at the Garden and Arts
Center in Lubbock. If you plan on
taking the test yourself or sending
people from your business, circle
that day in red on your calendar and
start studying now!

Have a wonderful and prosperous
season!

Steve Parrish,
Chairman

Take All Root Rot

Subtle, confusing and sometimes
deadly is Take All Root Rot (TARR)

in turfgrass. Take-All root rot is an in-
creasing problem seen in St. Augustine
lawns and to a lesser extent Bermuda
(called Bermuda decline) and other
turfgrasses.

St. Augustine typically comes out of
winter in a slow and often weakened
state, but by late summer it is usually
growing with gusto. In a stressed lawn,
the very observant may notice some
fall yellowing. These faint symptoms
are often disregarded as fall conditions
when in fact it could be the beginning
attack of TARR. Most of us aren’t even
aware of a problem until spring when
symptoms of yellowing, thin, weak
slow growth, short blackened roots...
and in some cases dead grass shows

up.

Take-All root rot may never be a prob-
lem in healthy lawns and resistant grass
species as long as stress is avoided.
TARR is a disease complex that gets

a foothold when one or more stress
factors occurs such as; over watering,
under watering, over fertilization or a
nutrient imbalance, herbicide damage,
weather extremes, soil compaction,
excessive shade, improper mowing
and so forth. The disease attacks the
root system and once it starts it can be
very persistent and frustrating.

There are no easy answers for this soil
borne fungus. It takes a series of cul-
tural practices over a period of years
to turn the results. Replanting can be
equally aggravating because the new
grass is easily infected.

Here are a series of management prac-
tices recommended to reduce Take-all.

* Avoid TARR with proper watering,
mowing, fertilizing and pest man-
agement. Done correctly, these ac-
tivities reduce stress and keep TARR
at bay.

* Good surface and subsurface drain-
age is necessary. Avoid overly wet
or dry conditions. Deep, infrequent
irrigations work better than frequent
shallow irrigations.

* Soil testing is helpful for understand-
ing what nutrients are needed for
healthy growth. Avoid over fertil-
izing with nitrogen which can stress
the lawn.

* Take-All fungus will not thrive in an
acid pH environment. Help lower
the pH by adding 3-5 pounds of el-
emental sulfur per 1000 square feet
of lawn per year.

* Fertilizing with ammonium sulphate
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NEXT MEETING

June 5, 2007

TG Trees Nursery and Garden Center
11706 CR 1800, Lubbock , TX 79424

6:00 p.m. Social Gathering and Tour
6:30 p.m. Old fashioned cook-out

7:15 p.m. Program
Speakers: TNLA Chairman, Charles Britton,
Vice Chairman Bill Brown,
President, Eddy Edmondson

FREE
RSVP by May 31, 2007

TNLA office, (800) 880-0343, Cheryl
Palmer, or cheryl@tnlaonline.org or
jsmothers@tgtrees.com

Special thanks to our host and sponsors:
TG Trees Nursery and Garden Center
City of Lubbock * BWI Companies
Gard’'n Wise Distributors

June 2007
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(21-0-0) can also help lower the soil pH. Apply at the rate
1 pound of nitrogen per 1000 square feet of lawn (about
5 pounds of 21-0-0 per application). St. Augustine needs
about 4 pounds of nitrogen per 1000 square feet of lawn
per year and Bermudagrass needs about 5. Apply light
but frequent applications to avoid stressing the turf.

* Correct thatch and soil compaction conditions if needed.

TARR is most active in the spring and fall when soil tem-
peratures are 65 degrees F. so this is when recommended
fungicides provide the most protection to healthy grass.

Get a list of recommended fungicides and more details
about the disease by going http://tcebookstore.org/pubinfo.
cfm?pubid=750 or contact Texas Cooperative Extension at
(432) 498-4071 and request a copy of L-5170 Take-All Root
Rot of Turfgrass. Fungicides should be applied with high vol-
umes of water or watered in thoroughly after the application
to get the product to the grass root zone.

Top dress the lawn or diseased areas with sphagnum peat
moss. Research conducted by Dr. Phil Colbaugh, Texas A&M
Research and Extension Center, has demonstrated that the
application of Canadian sphagnum peat moss 1-2 times a
year for a few years can make significant improvements in
turf health and quality. Make applications in spring and fall
at the rate of 1-2 bales (3.8 cubic feet) of peat moss per 1000
square feet of lawn area. Peat applications are difficult but
there are some expanded metal mesh spreaders available.

Take All root rot is a challenge that will require more dili-
gence on your part than the average turfgrass disease, but it is
manageable. Avoid turfgrass stress and follow these recom-
mendations for significant improvements.

Deborah Benge Frost, Texas Cooperative Extension

The Texas A&M University System
CEA-Horticulture Ector/Midland Counties

COMING EVENTS

JUT® 222000 0 00 00000000000000000 TCNP & TCLP EXAMS
Municipal Garden and Art Center, Lubbock
August16.......... Outdoor Product Showcase, Dallas
August16...... Pre-Expo Education Conference, Dallas
August17-19 ......... Nursery/Landscape Expo, Dallas

September 13. .Region Meeting, Nursery Direct, Lubbock
For more information: TNLA, 7730 South [H-35, Austin,
TX 78745-6698 ¢ 512.280.5182 * 800880.0343 * Fax
512.280.5182 * info@tnlaonline.org. www.tnlaonline.org

A special thanks to our Region VI meeting sponsors...
City of Lubbock
BWI Companies
Gard’n Wise Distributors
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