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Ornamental Grasses

by Deborah Benge Frost, Texas Cooperative Extension

rnamental grasses go

way beyond green.

They have color,

shape, shimmer and
shine and provide a great deal
of action going on. While they
look good most of the year, late
summer and fall is a peak time
for most ornamental grasses.

The world of ornamental grasses

is vast and varied. These no-mow
grasses offer a variety in form, size,
shape, color and yowering habits.
Depending on the species, sizes
range from 66 to over 6§, foliage
color go from green to purple, seed
head arrangements can be a tight

spike to a loose, delicate haze of
color. Bloom times run from spring
to fall and most species look great
through the winter months, making
them perfect for the summer and
winterscape.

Ornamental grasses are grown for
their showy seed heads, beautiful
form, size and ease of cultivation.
They are nothing short of delightful
in the landscape where their slender
blades and seed heads catch the least
bit of wind transforming them into a
musical stir of shimmering light and
movement. What other plant takes
such excellent advantage of one

over

oootggigoigoooign

Qoo 000i0Ooonoomooog
Qo000

I 0
00 o

A A

I 0 0
QiOoormnoonom
0 I A

0000000 doOiCmototinbdobititibotiOobmioiboto

0 [ [

I A

I T A
.0 T

11| A A [

00 A A

I 1

ooooooioooo






