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Message from the Chairman

Howdy!  It’s that time of the year 
again, football time.  It is time 
to gear up for the fall with there 
favorite teams.  Gig’em Aggies, 
WHOOP!  I hope everyone that 
went to the show this year had 
fun.  It was good to see some of 
you up there.  Region VII was well 
represented.  Great show TNLA 
as always.

Wow has the year flown by fast.  
It seems like it was yesterday 
that we were planning for Spring 
and now we are planning for the 
fall.  Hopefully everyone’s year has 
been prosperous and enjoyable.  
Have you had enough rain yet?  
This has got to be the wettest year 
in Texas than we have had in a 
long time but aren’t you glad the 
hurricane missed us completely.  
Gotta love this Texas weather.

We are going to have a meeting 
on October 4 at Los Compadres 
Restaurant at 1990 West 
Expressway 83 in front of the 
Executive Inn, in Mercedes.  Scott 
W. Ludwig from the Texas 
Cooperative Extension will be the 
speaker.  The program is going to 
be on Chilli Thrips.  We will also 
have the pleasure of having  Eddy 
Edmondson, Charles H. Britton 
Jr., and Bill Brown from TNLA 
attending.  And as always Mike 
Yelverton will be joining us to keep 
us up to speed on all things TNLA.  
Details on time and place are on 
the reverse side of this newsletter.  
Mark the date on your calendars 
and please plan to attend.

Try to stay dry this fall and I hope 
to see all of you in October!

J.C. Cavazos TCLP 
Chairman Region VII
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Mexican Fruit Fly 
Background
The Texas Department of Agriculture 
(TDA) and USDA Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
routinely survey for potentially 
damaging insect pests throughout 
the state. On March 6, 2007 a female 
Mexican fruit ÿy (Anastrepha ludens), 
was found in a detection trap. 
Scientists were able to tell that this 
ÿy was mated and ready to lay 
eggs. A female Mexican fruit ÿy can 
lay hundreds of eggs in just two or 
three weeks. This fact conþrmed a 
reproducing population of the pest 
in Laredo, potentially threatening 
Texas agriculture. 

The Mexican fruit ÿy lays eggs just 
beneath the skin of ripening fruit. 
The eggs hatch into wormlike larvae 
or maggots about the size of a grain 
of rice. These maggots feed on the 
inside of the fruit, making it unþt 
for sale. If Mexican fruit ÿies became 
established in Texas, they could 
devastate commercial agriculture 
and make it more difþcult for you 
to grow fruit and vegetables in your 
own yard. 

Å  Your homegrown produce 
would look less appealing and 
be poorer in quality.

Å  Many fruits, nuts, and 
vegetables would drop and rot 
before they were ripe. 

Å  Farmers and home gardeners 
would need to use more 
pesticides to keep crops free of 

Mexican fruit ÿy maggots. 
Å  Consumers would pay more for 

fruits and vegetables because 
of higher production costs and 
reduced yields. 

How You Can Help 
Å  Donõt bring or mail fruits, 

vegetables, or plants into Texas 
unless agricultural inspectors 
have cleared them beforehand. 
Mexican fruit ÿy and other pests 
can hitch a ride on prohibited 
produce. 

Å  Cooperate with quarantine 
restrictions in your area. That 
means keeping homegrown 
produce on your property. 

Å  Allow authorized agricultural 
workers access to your property 
to inspect fruit and Mexican 
fruit ÿy traps for signs of an 
infestation. 

Å  If you must move fruits and 
vegetables from a Mexican fruit 
ÿy-infested area, make sure 
theyõre canned, baked, frozen, or 
preserved. Never remove fresh 
produce from your property 
when your area is under a 
Mexican fruit ÿy quarantine.  

TDA and APHIS have formed a 
joint Project team to eradicate the 
Mexican fruit ÿy from Laredo. 
Project employees are monitoring 
traps in the Laredo area to detect any 
new or expanded infestation. 

An environmental  assessment has 
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been completed with a þnding of 
òNo Signiþcant Impactó due to 
project activities. 

Project employees apply a small 
amount of pesticide to host plants 
in areas within 200 meters of where 
the Mexican fruit ÿy was found. This 
action prevents newly hatched ÿies 
from spreading the infestation. 

The pesticide being used (Spinosad) 
is made from a naturally occurring 
organism and is approved for use 
on many organic crops. Health 
ofþcials have reviewed information 
on Spinosad and indicate that it has 
a high margin of safety for human 
health. The material is used in strict 
compliance with label directions. 

Ripening fruit has been removed 
and destroyed from areas within 200 

meters of the fruit ÿy detection, to 
help prevent another generation of 
ÿies from hatching. 

Sterile Mexican fruit ÿies are being 
released in an area surrounding 
the detection site. The sterile ÿies 
mate with wild ÿies but produce 
no offspring, breaking the life-cycle 
of the insect and eradicating the 
infestation. 

An agriculture quarantine has been 
established to restrict the movement 
of host material that could spread an 
infestation of Mexican fruit ÿy. 

For information contact: Mexican 
Fruit Fly Ofþce USDA/APHIS/PPQ 
120 San Francisco Laredo, TX 78040 
(956) 726-2225 ext.. 26 & 27 Hours of 
Operation: Monday through Friday 
8:00am-4:30pm  

:  October 4, 2007
  Los Compadres Restaurant 

1990 W. Expressway 83 
Mercedes, TX 78570 
(956)565-8482

  Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Program at 7:15 p.m. 

  Scott Ludwig with the Texas Cooperative Extension will 
be discussing Chilli Thrips, plus a TNLA update by Eddy 
Edmondson, President of TNLA.
$5.00 per person

JC Cavazos, Southern Landscapes,  
(956) 605-5525 
or by email agforlife2002@yahoo.com

 

TEIL Awards entry deadline

Management Workshop

Annual Business Meeting  
Plus Awards Dinner


