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	 6	 Meet the New Board of Directors Chair, Johnette Taylor!
On March 1st TNLA welcomes the new Board of Directors Chair, 
Johnette Taylor.  At this year’s Annual Business Lunch, she gave the 
first speech of her term at the 2015 Annual Business Lunch - read it 
here and get inspired for the year to come!

	11	 TNLA Takes a Stroll Through 2014: A Year-in-Review
2014 was a special year for TNLA. We had a lot of the fun times, 
great successes and tons of opportunities for learning and connecting.  
Let’s take a look back on 2014 as we prepare to embrace a new year!

	24	 Planning for Strategic Success in 2015 (in 7 easy steps)
Now is the perfect time to gain clarity and direction–and set your 
company up for sweet success–by assessing this past year in broad 
strokes and by setting your sights on clear long-term objectives.
By Jeffery Scott
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Meet 
Johnette Taylor!

On March 1st TNLA will welcome the new Board of Director’s 
Chair, Johnette Taylor, who will begin a year-long term, taking 
over from Paul Tomaso.

On March 1st TNLA will welcomes the new Board of  

Directors Chair, Johnette Taylor, who will begin a 

year-long term, taking over from Paul Tomaso. 

t h e  N e w  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  C h a i r
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Meet 
Johnette Taylor!

On March 1st TNLA will welcome the new Board of Director’s 
Chair, Johnette Taylor, who will begin a year-long term, taking 
over from Paul Tomaso.

arlier this week, I took time 
and reflected on my TNLA 
membership.  A Region IV 
member, Jack Selby, worked 
at a local wholesale nursery.  
Each week as I would visit 

the nursery picking up plants, he 
would mention that I should to 
come to TNLA meetings.  They 
were actually TALC meetings then.  
I was always too busy, had a bid to 
finish, a plan to draw, a job that ran 
late, a reason to be home, or already 
had plans with friends, but Jack 
kept asking.  

Trust me, I didn’t run out of excuses, 
but Jack’s passion for our industry 
showed through.  I respected Jack 
and through the business we were 
doing trusted him.  If he felt that 

strongly about it, maybe I should 
check it out.  I think Paul [Tomaso] 
was the first person I met at the first 
TNLA meeting I attended.  Jack took 
the time and met me at the meeting.  
He introduced me to leaders in our 
industry.  Little did I know then, 
that these people who I met, who I 
bought from and worked with, would 
become true friends?  

It was a while before I started coming 
to larger events such as this.  My first 
Business Management Workshop was 
in San Antonio.  TALC and TAN had 
just merged and Anne Muscat was 
serving as Chair.  I was inspired and 
excited to be part of an organization 
of people who were embracing 
change and setting the course for 
TNLA and our industry.    

Well it’s time again to set the course 
for TNLA and our industry. If you are 
like me, several industry publications 
hit your desk or inbox every week.  
I’ve noticed over the last year, how 
many are focused on change and not 
just the change we deal with daily like 
technology or weather.  Personally 
speaking, I know my customers 
have changed.  How and what they 
are buying is different and so are 
their expectations of our products 
and services.  As our customers 
change our businesses will change to 
accommodate them and our industry 
and TNLA will have to change too.  

I hope this year to follow in the 
footsteps of my friend and mentor 
Anne Muscat and, as she did 

Johnette is both the president of Roundtree Landscaping, Inc., and a 
Licensed Landscape Architect.  She earned her Bachelor of Landscape 
Architecture degree from Louisiana State University in 1981.  Passionate 
about water and our industry’s water needs, Johnette joined the Texas 
Water Smart Coalition at its inception.  She is also a certified Irrigation 
Auditor in the state of Texas.  An active member of TNLA for more than 20 
years Johnette has served as Chair for Region IV, Past Education Committee 
Chairman and Past Landscape Committee Chairman.  She currently serves 
on the Parks and Patio Task Force for the Nursery/Landscape EXPO and is 
the State Board Representative for the Landscape segment of the industry.  
She is a strong supporter of the TNLA PAC and Education and Research 
Foundation.  In addition to her service to TNLA, Johnette enjoys teaching 
and does so through the Adult Education Program at the Dallas Arboretum, 
as well as for the Texas Master Gardner Program and Northaven Gardens.  

On January 16th, Johnette gave the first speech of her term at the 2015 
Annual Business Lunch, which was held in conjunction with the TNLA 
Winter Showcase at the Dallas Market Center. It was extremely powerful, 
timely and motivating. The best way for TNLA members to get to know her, 
gain insight into her vision for TNLA and understand her main priorities 
for the coming year, is to read her own words.  We are publishing her 
speech here for just that reason.

So get to know your new Board of Director’s Chair, and join her as she 
takes the helm of this great ship!

t h e  N e w  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  C h a i r

(continued on page 9)
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HOLT Rental Services 
Locations throughout Central,  
South, North and Northeast Texas 
holtcat.com  
San Antonio, Texas 
210-333-8505

MUSTANG Rental Services 
Locations throughout 
Southeast Texas 
www.mustangcat.com 
Houston, Texas 
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WAGNER Rents 
Service to the El Paso Region 
www.wagner-rents.com  
El Paso, Texas 
915-771-6000  

WARREN  
Rental Services 
Locations throughout West Texas 
www.warrencat.com  
Midland/Odessa 
866-2WARREN

Central Road and Utility (CRU) has been in 
business for 10 years and has grown from six 
employees to 46. “Renting machines saves us time 
and money, especially when one of our machines 
is not working properly. Renting also helps us free 
up assets. Renting machines allows us to eliminate 
repair and haul expenses,” states Cirilo.

CRU currently rents a track loader, excavator, 
dozer, skid steer loader, wheel loader and a water 
truck from The Cat Rental Store. CRU also owns 
six Cat® machines. “My dealer treats me like I am 
family. If I need parts or service, I can count on 
them,” states Cirilo.

Stop by your local Texas Cat Rental Store for 
quick, easy, hassle-free rentals of the equipment 
you want, when you need it.

Cirilo Mondragon, CRU 
General Superintendent with 
multiple CRU Operators.
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TEAMWORK”
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15 years ago, help facilitate that 
change.  

Like many of you, I have been in the 
landscape industry for more years 
than I am willing to admit publically.  
I have worked in retail garden 
centers, landscape design, landscape 
installation, irrigation and maintenance 
but there is so much more to the green 
industry. There is a lot I don’t know 
and I’m not afraid to say I don’t know.  
Anyone who knows me well knows 
I am a lifelong learner.  I am really 
looking forward to a year of getting 
out and around our state and spending 
time with many of you.  I want to 
learn about your region, your segment 
in the industry, your business and I 
want to learn about you.  

Across the country people are getting 
out in their own yards and growing 
vegetable, flowers and plants.  Many 
of you have been growing things 
your whole life.  

Our clients now really care about 
saving water but we have always 

known how important water is to 
our industry, that it can’t be wasted, 
it is our livelihood.  

People are willing to pay more for 
organic foods at the grocery store or 
for a car they can plug in their garage.  
It is time we value our knowledge and 
our industry just as much, sharing that 
with consumers daily.  

It is time to realize what we have 
always done and loved is now 
COOL!  Who knew playing in the 
dirt was great?  WE DID!

What a GREAT opportunity we have 
to step up and be the leaders in all 
this change!

•	Join Me this year on my journey 
in growing our membership.  We 
are only as strong as the members 
we have.  Be a Jack Selby or an 
Anne Muscat in someone’s life and 
encourage future members and 
leaders.  

•	Join Me this year on my journey 
and participate in your local 
region or here at the state level.  
Whether you volunteer for a day 
or a year, you will always get back 
more than you give.  When I look 
at the knowledge I’ve gained, 
the opportunities that helped my 
business to grow and the friends I 
have made, the time I took was so 
small in comparison.

•	Finally, Join Me this year on my 
journey and be a lifelong learner.  I 
know you all came here to learn, so I 
am preaching to the choir, but when 
you to come back bring a friend, an 
employee or a student.  These events 
should be packed to capacity every 
time there is one.  It is so important 
we share best practices and grow 
and strengthen our industry.

I am really excited; I am quite humbled 
and feel very privileged to serve as your 
Chair for 2015.  Thank you so much 
for this opportunity. “ m

To see video of Johnette 
delivering her speech at the 
2015 Annual Business Lunch  
on January 16, 2015 in Dallas, 
go to www.tnlaonline.org

Personally speaking, I know my customers have 
changed.  How and what they are buying is different 
and so are their expectations of our products and 
services.  As our customers change our businesses 
will change to accommodate them and our industry 
and TNLA will have to change too.

(continued from page 7)
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TNLA Takes a Stroll 
Through 2014!
2014 Was a 
Special Year  
for TNLA. 
We had a lot of the fun 
times, great successes and 
tons of opportunities for 
learning and connecting.  

Let’s take a look back on 
2014 as we prepare to 
embrace a new year!  u

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=11&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
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TNLA Brought EDUCATION 
to the Masses
u	 3 Days of education at the 2014 

EXPO including an Irrigation Only 
Track!

u	 3 amazing Keynotes, 25 breakout 
sessions and more than 100 CEU 
credits offered from 6 accreditors 

u	 Connecting members online 
with monthly webinars from 
professional industry leaders

u	 Helped members get CEUS 
quarterly in Green Magazine
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CERTIFICATION Made Texas Green
Industry Just a Little More Professional!
u	 TNLA approved a new Water Smart 

Certificate to educate the Nursery 
and Landscape Industry on water 
conservation.

u	 There were 809 TNLA Certified 
Professionals in Texas this year!

u	 Nearly 3,500 Best of Texas books 
were sold in 2014! 
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With over 30 years of experience and the endorsement of the Texas Nursery and Landscape 

Association (TNLA), Texas Turf Irrigation Association (TTIA) and many other industry associa-

tions, we understand what it takes to protect your green industry business. We’ll make sure you 

have the coverage you need to protect your business and that it’s cost-e�ective. Both are good 

objectives for growth. As a Trusted Choice® independent agency, we’ll access many of the nation’s 

leading insurance companies to provide all the coverage your business needs in one strong yet 

cost-e�ective solution.

Call 800-899-9810 or visit www.hiallc.com today

to schedule a no-obligation consultation.

Online at www.hiallc.com

30 years of experience and the nation’s leading insurance companies all under one roof - www.hiallc.com

General Liability » Business Property » Workers’ Compensation » Equipment » Pesticide & Herbicide » Business Auto
Employee Bene�ts » Pollution Liability » Nursery Inventory » Umbrella » Bonds and more!

Good coverage. It’s essential for growth.
.
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COMMUNICATIONS Started 
Conversations and Kept Them Going!
u	 GREEN Magazine hits mailboxes 

6 times a year – including a new 
annual issue devoted to Pests and 
Diseases

 u	Green Matters weekly eNewsletter 
to more than 5,000 subscribers!

 u	TNLAONLINE.org had 2,000 + 
unique visits each month

u	 New TNLA GREEN TALK Blog gets 
into the BIG Issues members are 
talking about
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work 
Better 
together

ArBorjet equipment And formulAtions 

introducing Arbor-otC™ injectable tree Antibiotic! 
Arborjet brings together the latest technology and formulations to  
suppress bacterial diseases in non-food-bearing trees and palms.

treats diseases such as:
• Bacterial Leaf Scorch   
• Fire Blight
• Texas Phoenix Palm Decline

• Lethal Yellows
• Lethal Decline
• Vascular Yellows

find A distributor: www.arborjet.com/distributor
Visit www.arborjet.com or call 781.935.9070.
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It was GAME ON for the
2014 Nursery/Landscape EXPO
u	 The magic of San Antonio filled  

the Show

u	 We rolled the dice during the 
Welcome to San Antonio Party 
with a Casino night, live music and 
a Texas-sized crowd

u	 Parks and Patio volunteers created 
a stunning entrance with stone, 
lights plants and fountains!

u	 Trade Show Floor was packed with 
more than 7 acres of booths and 
attendees

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=17&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
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Legislative and Regulatory 
Activities Represented or Member 
Businesses Across Texas!
u	 TNLA successfully lobbied for 

the passage of Proposition 1, 
Transportation Funding

u	 Through Texas Water Smart, we 
obtained more than $400,000 for 
water conservation messaging!

u	 TNLA ensured the ornamental 
citrus industry continued to 
be able to do business despite 
outbreaks of Citrus Greening

u	 We worked with members to 
ensure they received proper 
property tax evaluations .
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TNLA Awards Dinner
Brought out all the Winners!
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u	 ARP Award Winner: James Wilhite

u	 Summit Award Winner: KBW Supply

u	 Young Leader Award: Jade Hopson

u	 Honorary Lifetime Award Winners: 
		 Neil Sperry, Journalist & Landscaper
		 Jim Prewitt, Landmark Industries
		Garry Kinney, KBW Supply

u	 TEIL Grand Platinum, ValleyCrest 
Landscape and Development

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=19&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
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A Night Under The Cheshire Moon
Celebration
2015 TNLA Awards

Save the Date!

Come experience the magic of the 
Awards Celebration and see how the leaders of the green 
industry are blazing a trail for the rest to follow!

Friday, August 14, 2015
6:30 - 8:30 pm
Omni Hotel - Dallas, Texas

For more information, visit NurseryLandscapeExpo.org

Reserve your table by and get a FREE bottle of wine.

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=22&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
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Strategic Partnerships and Actions

TNLA Super-Charged Members’ Benefits
u	 The Business Category Council 

was established to discuss issues 
affecting the Green industry and 
how TNLA can assist in addressing 
them. BCC members represent 
each sector of the industry.

u	 Endorsed Service Providers 
and member discount partners 
continue to offer members high 
impact savings and support

u	 Working with our partners, we 
established Texas Water Smart 
Foundation as a stand-alone 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization!

Helping Members Lead in  
the Green Industry! Stay Tuned, 

Because 2015 is Going to Be Epic!
To see the video of our Year in Review, go to www.tnlaonline.org

Texas Water Smart Sponsors:
Calloway’s Nursery

Center Point Energy
City of Mercedes

City of Pflugerville
Clear Channel Outdoor

Energy Future Holdings
Irrigation Association

Kroger
Landmark

Living Earth Technologies 
North Texas Municipal Water District

Phillips 66
Roundtree Landscaping

Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
Sea World

South Plains Electric Cooperative, Inc.
SuddenLink

Texas Campgrounds
Texas Cattle Feeders Association

Texas Department of Agriculture
Texas Nursery & Landscape Association

Texas Retailers Association
Texas Turf Irrigation Association

The Home Depot
Tree Town USA

TTIA
Turfgrass Producers of Texas

Walmart
Water IQ

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=23&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=23&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=23&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FTEXASWATERSMART.COM


24	 w w w . t N L A o nl  i n e . o r g   /   T e x a s  N u r s e r y  &  L an  d s c ap  e  A s s o c i at  i o n   /   M A R • A P R  2 0 1 5

TNLA     G r e e n

B y  J e f f e r y  S c o t t

( i n  7  e a s y  s t e p s ) 
Now is the perfect time to gain clarity and  
direction–and set your company up for sweet  
success–by assessing this past year in broad  
strokes and by setting your sights on clear  
long-term objectives.

I developed the following seven  
questions to help you get  
focused, and to greatly  
improve your chances for  
success in 2015! To gain the  
most from this exercise, give  
this same set of questions to  
your management team and  
get together to review  
your answers.

Planning for Strate gic Success in 2015

24	 w w w . t N L A o nl  i n e . o r g   /   T e x a s  N u r s e r y  &  L an  d s c ap  e  A s s o c i at  i o n   /   M A R • A P R  2 0 1 5

Ill
u

s
trat





io

n
: S

h
u

tt


e
r

s
t

o
c

k
/R

o
b

o
L

a
b

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=24&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG


M A R • A P R  2 0 1 5   /   T e x a s  N u r s e r y  &  L an  d s c ap  e  A s s o c i at  i o n   /   w w w . t N L A o nl  i n e . o r g 	 25

TNLA     G r e e n

1.	 What were your (your company’s) 
biggest accomplishments in 2014?  
Too often we are overly self-
critical as human beings. This 
question therefore allows you to 
enumerate your successes and 
build on your strengths. Think 
about the larger positive impact 
you have had on your business, 
your clients, your employees 
and your personal life where 
applicable.

2.	 What did not work well in 2014?
OK, now you can take a high 
level look at your miss-fires. 
What did you attempt last year 
that didn’t quite play out as you 
had hoped? Don’t go over board; 
keep your list high level by 
focusing on the top 3 to 5 points.  

3.	 What were your high-level key 
learnings from the past year? 
Here is the step most people 
forget to take when assessing 
their progress. Reflect on what 
you learned: both to confirm the 
positives as well as to use these 
learnings for future decisions and 
strategic planning. One client of 
mine who answered this, said 
initially that “he learned nothing 
new” this past year. He said 
the year was full of reminders 

but nothing brand new. He 
didn’t dig deep enough. 

You have dig through 
the mud and get 

down to bedrock and virgin 
soil. If you aren’t learning, 
you’re dying.

4. 	For 2015, what are the biggest 
challenges and obstacles you (your 
company) need to overcome?
Rock climbers don’t face 
problems; rather they face “more 
challenging climbs.” What are 
your biggest challenges that 
you foresee this coming year? A 
rock climber often can take an 
easy route by turning one way 
or a challenging route by taking 
an alternative direction. What 
challenges would test you and 
your team this coming year, and 
stretch your learning and growth?

5.	 What are your company’s biggest 
exciting opportunities in 2015  
and beyond...?
Ahhh, now we come to what will 
drive your passion and success 
this year. List out the most 
important ones: 3 at a minimum 
and 5 at the most.

6.	 Write a short letter to yourself:  
Next year, at this time, how would 
you paint a picture of great success 
in 2015?  This letter should 
be written both in terms of 
accomplishments and in terms  
of how it makes you feel. 
Include specifics you have 
accomplished as well as how 
success makes you feel.

7.	 You are about to receive a lifetime 
achievement award for your 
remarkable accomplishments, 
what would that award be for? 
This is not necessarily about 
design awards or installation or 
service...but rather about you 
and your professional endeavors. 
This question is similar to “what 
your head stone reads after you 
die” except you get to enjoy 
this award!! Write it out as a 
full paragraph; what the awards 
stands for, and what they will 
read during the ceremony.

Take Action:  Don’t overthink 
your answers; write your first draft 
without any editing or corrections. 
Then go back and review.  Ask 
your key employees to do the same, 
and meet and review your answers 
together. Identify where you are 
on the same page, and where you 
all need to have a discussion to get 
on the same page. This exercise is 
highly focusing and energizing. m

Jeffrey Scott, MBA 
is an author and 
consultant. He grew 
his company into 
a successful $10 
million enterprise. 
He facilitates the 
Leader’s Edge peer 

group for landscape business owners. 
For more information, visit www.
gettheleadersedge.com

Jeffrey’s Seven Strategic-Planning Questions

Planning for Strate gic Success in 2015
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Notes from SFA Gardens

SFA Gardens to Host First Horticulture  
Field Day for Industry Professionals

by Dr. Dave CreechHorizon Service Centers offer
¿ Fully stocked parts counters
¿ Factory-trained technicians
¿ Tune-ups, repairs, warranty service and more

Call and book your service appointment today.

 irrigation | outdoor living | landscape | equipment 

Alliance..........817.232.3380
Austinê.............512.282.2331
Bedfordê..........817.545.7756
Carrollton.......972.466.1600

Frisco..............972.712.5000
Houstonê.........713.934.9500
Richardsonê.....972.680.0007
Round Rock....512.255.1990

San Antonio...210.408.9090
Spring.............281.681.0600

Visit us online or stop in to your local Texas Horizon store.

There’s no time for downtime. 
Power equipment is an essential part of your business. 
That means its an essential part of ours, too.

ê= Service Center on site  Parts Hotline: 844.411.PART (7278)

Scan here to learn more about 
Horizon Service Centers

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=26&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG
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M
ark your calendars!  We’ve set 
our first Horticulture Field Day 
for Friday June 26, 2015.  We’re 
calling it “Wild about Woodies!”  

This field day follows Brent Pemberton’s 
terrific field day at TAMU Overton (June 
25) and Jenny Wegley’s extravaganza at 
the Dallas Arboretum (June 24) – but 
our focus will be different.  Both of 
those extravaganzas focus on annuals 
and perennials, container trials, and 
the color world.  SFA’s event will put 
the crosshairs on woody ornamentals.  
We’re targeting industry professionals – 
nurserymen and landscapers.  If you’ve 
been to SFA Gardens before, you know 

Dr. Dave Creech is 
Professor Emeritus and 

directs SFA Gardens, 
Stephen F. Austin 
State University, 

Nacogdoches, Texas

An extensive crapemyrtle trial at SFA Gardens

Notes from SFA Gardens

SFA Gardens to Host First Horticulture  
Field Day for Industry Professionals

by Dr. Dave Creech

what we’re like.  If you haven’t, prepare 
to be amazed.  Thirty years has been 
kind to this garden. 

This will be an 8 am - 5 pm event with 
tours in the morning (June can be a bit 
hot in the afternoon) – and presentations 
in the afternoon.  We have a great 
lineup of speakers in the afternoon 
and the venue will be our brand new 
Ina Brundrett Conservation Education 
Building, a “green” meeting space 
that is worth the visit alone.  Dr. Jim 
Robbins, Extension Specialist/Professor, 
University of Arkansas, will lead the 
audience through the results of his long-
term woody ornamental evaluation 
program and a long career dealing with 

(continued on page 28)
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woody ornamentals.  Dr. Allen 
Owings, Extension Specialist, 
LSU Hammond, is an engaging 
personality, a great speaker, and he’s 
building what many predict will be 
one of the finest evaluation gardens 
in the South.  Dr. Mengmeng Gu, 
Extension Specialist, is a bright new 
star at Texas A & M University 
and she brings a unique perspective 
on woody ornamentals to Texas.  
Finally, I will take folks through 
the winners and losers over the 
last 30 years of woody ornamental 
work at SFA.  To wrap things up, 
we have industry representatives 
giving short talks from the world of 
branded products.  We have set a 
$15 registration fee which includes a 
great lunch.

So what will you learn?  Well, you’ll 
be able to see large specimens of 
trees and shrubs that have survived 

horrible heat spells, 
terrible droughts, 
never-seen-before 
deep freezes, 
ravaging floods and 
the challenges of 
University politics 
for decades.  You’ll 
be able to make 
plenty of side-by-
side comparisons.   
We have shrub 
collections from 
Abelia A to Zenobia 
Z.  SFA’s big 
Johnson coliseum 
parking lot is the 
world’s first drive through crape 
myrtle arboretum.  With over 150 
varieties under evaluation and a 
brand new trial of all the latest 
“branded” varieties, you’ll get a 
look at this high value tree you 
can’t get elsewhere.  Have you ever 
wondered if 15 black leaf varieties 

of crape myrtle are enough?  Just 
exactly what are the differences 
between them?  How about 250 
varieties of  Hydrangea macrophylla, 
lacecaps and mopheads, a collection 
that includes most of the avalanche 
of new, patented, branded and 
trademarked varieties?  At last 
count we have planted 411 Japanese 

(continued from page 27)

100c / 0m / 81y / 66k 

45c / 15m / 90y / 20

Our new varieties have outstanding form, 
fl owers and foliage. Available in a range 
of sizes from petite 10-12” tall Mini to 
the supersized blooms of Jazz Hands Bold 
Loropetalum, these new varieties will 
delight you with rich, non-fading color.

Amy Howard, 616-223-3365
www.springmeadownursery.com   
800-633-8859 ext.1105

Jazz Hands™  

Loropetalum

Download the iBook at 
http://tinyurl.com/mmn65m2
Learn about these and other Proven Winners 
plants with the new iBook for landscapers. 
Easy-to-read overviews of each genus lead 
to detailed, downloadable pdf sheets for 
individual varieties.

Jazz Hands
Loropetalum
Jazz Hands

TNLA_SMN_JazzHands.indd   1 1/20/15   12:57 PM

The Dry Garden at SFA Gardens
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maples, mostly one variety of this 
and one of that.  We have some 
majestic best-in-the-state Mexico 
oaks.  The dry garden features some 
terrific old timers – trees, shrubs, and 
a long list of the desert lilies (Agaves, 
Hesperaloes, Yuccas, Dasylirions, 
Nolinas, etc.).  Did you know that 
the world record desert willow 
‘Bubba’ makes its home here?   The 
conifer collection raises eyebrows.  
Have you ever seen or touched a 
30’ Araucaria angustifolia, the true 
monkey puzzle tree?  We’ve got one.  
Cunninghammia (China fir) and 
Keteleeria are rarely encountered 
conifers but doing well here.  It’s 
no secret we love bald cypress and 
now have the finest collection of 
Taxodium genotypes and varieties in 
the South.

Long term woody ornamental 
evaluation is not easy.  For way too 
many years I’ve cooperated with 
evaluation programs across the 
South.  I’ve seen other University 
ornamental programs weaken – 
some simply disappear – simply 
because of the new budget realities 
of higher education. It’s a challenging 
time for academics in Horticulture 
with enrollment, space, funding 

and labor challenges reaching new 
highs.  University administrations 
are increasingly focused on dollars 
and cents.  They question the return 
on investment in maintaining a 
Horticulture program, much less a 
long term woody ornamental plant 
evaluation program.  SFA Gardens 
has survived for a lot of different 
reasons.  Having a wonderful army 
of outside the University supporters 
is one reason.  Another is SFASU’s 

administration and Board of 
Regents long ago bought into the 
idea that having a great garden here 
was a good idea for faculty, staff, 
students, and the community.  That 
philosophy remains.  We invite 
you to share in that vision.  For 
more information on our very first 
Horticulture Field Day, go to our 
website: http://sfagardens.sfasu.
edu or contact Dawn Stover at 
dawnstover@sfasu.edu. m

Safety and Dividends Go  
Together Like Seed and Soil.

Texas Mutual wants to put more green in your business—that’s why 

we provide group and individual dividends to companies that keep 

their people safe. Plus, as a member of the Texas Green Industry 

Safety Group, you may receive a greater discount on your workers’ 

comp premium. We’re helping our policyholder owners be safer 

and stronger and we think you'll find it very rewarding. 

To see how safety can grow your dividend, contact your agent 

or Becky Walker at (972) 512-770 or info@tgiwcgroup.com.

© 2015 Texas Mutual Insurance Company

While we can’t guarantee dividends every year, Texas Mutual has returned $1.6 billion 
to safety-conscious policyholder owners since 1999. 
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GreenVi$ion

Earth-Kind® Landscape Principals IV-3: 
Selecting Healthy Plants

By Mengmeng Gu, Ph. D.

214-238-8172
210-338-8008
512-580-9282
832-251-7108

 www.davey.com
The Davey Tree experT Company

Enhancing Texas Trees, Shrubs & 
Landscapes Since 1880.

· Tree and Shrub Pruning · Deep-Root Fertilization · Removal
· Insect & Disease Management · Subsurface Watering · Tree Planting

· Residential/Commercial · Certified Arborists · Free Consultations

Dallas
San Antonio

North & South Austin
North & South Houston
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W
e’ll focus on the fourth aspect 
of seven Earth-Kind landscape 
principals in this article:

•	 Planning and design
•	 Soil analysis and preparation
•	 Practical turf areas
•	 Appropriate plant selection
•	 Efficient irrigation
•	 Use of mulches
•	 Appropriate maintenance.

Selecting healthy plants 
After deciding what plants to place in 
a landscape or inside a house, the next 
step is going to a nursery or garden 
center to purchase those plants. This 
checklist helps identify and avoid potential 
problems during plant selection. Overall, 
a landscape professional will be looking 
for structurally balanced plants that 
appear healthy and vigorous with no stress 
symptoms, no obvious insect, disease, or 
mechanical damage, and no weeds. 

•	Select overall healthy looking plants 
and avoid overgrown and leggy ones.

•	Avoid stressed (and of course dead) 
plants. Sometimes it is tempting to 
purchase stressed plants on sale, but 
keep in mind that it might take more 
dollars and time to save those plants.

•	For ornamental grasses, dead basal 
leaves sometimes are good indicators of 
stress. Inspect the leaves of grasses as 
you would any other ornamental plants.

•	For plants with flowers, select those 
with less than 1/3 of the flowers in full 
bloom and plenty of flower buds. Avoid 
purchasing plants already in full bloom 
to have a longer appreciation after the 
plant is purchased. 

•	Avoid plants with lots of spent flower 
or seed heads which are past their peak 
and will provide less time for you to 
appreciate their blooms.

•	A lot of insects are attracted to flowers 
and some insects can damage the 
plants. Many plants are also susceptible 

Mengmeng Gu , 
Ph.D. is an Assistant 
Professor/Extension 
Specialist at TAMU.  

She received her BS in 
landscape horticulture 
and MS in ornamental 

horticulture from 
Beijing Forestry 

University

GreenVi$ion

Earth-Kind® Landscape Principals IV-3: 
Selecting Healthy Plants

By Mengmeng Gu, Ph. D.
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(continued on page 32)

Be sure to check the underside of leaves for pests 
like scale insects and spider mites

Select flowering plants with less than 1/3 flowers in 
full bloom and with plenty of buds.

http://www.tnlagreen.org/tnlagreen/march_april_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=31&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.TNLAONLINE.ORG


32	 w w w . t N L A o nl  i n e . o r g   /   T e x a s  N u r s e r y  &  L an  d s c ap  e  A s s o c i at  i o n   /   M A R • A P R  2 0 1 5

TNLA     G r e e n

to diseases. Avoid plants with visible indications of 
disease and insect problems.

•	Avoid plants with deformed flowers. 

•	Select plants whose sizes are in proportion with 
their container sizes and avoid overgrown plants. 
Overgrown plants (either in terms of shoot or root) 
have been restricted by the container size and are 
under stress.

•	For small plants in packs or containers, carefully 
pull the plant out of the cell pack or container and 
inspect the roots. Look for healthy white roots and 
avoid dark blackish and watery roots or overgrown 
(circling) roots.

•	For plants in big containers, it is not as easy to pull 
the plant out to view the roots. Inspect the base of the 
trunk looking for indications of current and potential 
root circling or girdling and avoid purchasing such pot-
bound plants.

•	Avoid plants with insect and disease symptoms. Most 
plants in garden centers or nurseries won’t be as 

(continued from page 31)

Full Color, Professionally 
Computerized Landscape Plans

Do you lack the skills or time to create 
your own computerized landscape plans?

Provide me with a photo of your project area or home 
with a few dimensions, and I’ll do the rest.

A material list will be included with your new plan.

Mark Crenshaw
30+ Years Experience  •  All Texas Zones

markcren@gmail.com  •  903-789-2078 (se habla español)

For more information, contact your landscape planner,
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heavily infested as shown in the 
pictures (mealy bugs and sooty 
mold), however, look closely for 
any signs of insects and disease 
infestation.

•	Make sure to check the underside 
of leaves, especially unusual 
looking leaves, for the “under 
covers” (scale insects) and spider 
mites feeding under the leaves.

•	Avoid plants with any sign of 
weeds in the pot or on the root 
ball. Introducing weeds into your 
landscape is nearly effortless, 
however tremendous effort is 
required to get rid of them.

•	Be familiar with the normal 
appearance of the plants you 
are interested in purchasing.  
Variegated leaves are extremely 
common in ornamental plants. 
Some green leaves have a fringe of 
white/gold around the edge of the 
leaf (very common in hosta), some 
have irregular dots or streaks, and 
some are a color other than green. 
Understand that these variations 
are not “symptoms” of any 
concern.

•	 In plants that do not normally 
have variegated leaves, general 
yellowing and discoloration in 
leaves indicate nutrient deficiency 
and should be avoided. 

•	Novelty in leaf shape and size 
should be distinguished from leaf 
abnormality. 

•	Novelty in stem shape should 
be distinguished from stem 
abnormality.

•	On the trunk of the plants, look 
for normal bark patterns and 
avoid plants with splitting and 
sunken bark.

•	Avoid plants with leaf deformation 
(crinkling, stunting, curling, 
etc.), which could be the result of 
chemical (e.g. herbicides) injury 
and it is hard to tell when the 
plants will grow out of the injury.

•	All branches, including the small 
ones, should have leaves during 
growing season. The leafless 
shoot tip could be from cold or 
freeze damage which might not 
be an issue in shrubs, (plants with 
multi stems) but could result in 
less than desirable tree form and 
two competing leaders in trees 
with opposite buds. Sometimes 
the cause and symptoms of stress 
can be very hard to identify and 
a plant’s unusual appearance can 
help you identify stressed plants. 
(i.e. the white foam/sap from 
bacteria fermentation after bark 
cracking from stress)

•	Suckers are very common in 
grafted plants. Avoid plants with 
extensive suckers at the base of the 
trunk and prune suckers regularly 
when they appear in the landscape. 
Especially in grafted plants the 
suckers can produce branches that 
are less desirable than the intended 
purchase.

•	 Invasiveness! Ease of propagation 
is a good and important trait in the 
ornamental plant industry which 
sometimes results in invasiveness. 
Learn about invasive plants and 
avoid helping them spread (little 
plantlets on the leaf edge of this 
plant could drop and root in many 
conditions and become weedy).

•	Look for a well-balanced flowering 
structure and avoid imbalanced 
flowering plants which could be 
due to disease infection.

•	When selecting plants during 
the dormant season, it is easy 

to identify old pruning wounds. 
Avoid trees that were poorly 
pruned, resulting in water sprouts 
and a cavity that might accumulate 
moisture and encourage decay.

•	Ball and burlap (B&B) plants 
are normally root pruned during 
digging in the nursery, and 
heeled in with bark, dirt or other 
mulching materials to prevent 
excessive water loss from the 
plants. A lot of large deciduous 
and evergreen plants are available 
as B&B and planting B&B is more 
common during the dormant and 
semi-dormant season when it is 
easier to view branch structure 
in deciduous plants. Select B&B 
plants that are not wilting and 
show no signs of insect, disease, or 
mechanical damage.

•	 It is important to check the root 
ball of B&B plants to make sure 
that the root ball is intact.  

•	Plants produced in fabric bags 
above ground or partially below 
ground have the advantages of 
both field grown and container 
plants. Like container plants, 
plants produced in fabric are less 
likely to have root damage that 
can occur when field grown plants 
are dug.  They are also less likely 
to be pot bound, a danger with 
container grown plants. Selection 
of types of bag-grown plants is 
similar to both field and container 
stock. 

•	Boxed plants are normally for 
very large specimens. Selection of 
boxed plants is similar to the other 
container plants.

•	For bareroot plants, check the 
roots if possible and avoid moldy 
and watery unhealthy roots. m
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New Members

R e g i o n 
Student
Shelby White

Tarleton State University
1140 N Lillian St
Stephenville, TX 76401

Wesley Bainhill
Tarleton State University
388 Mourning Dove Ln
Lorena, TX 76655

R e g i o n  1
Landscape
Circle M Landscape Design  
& Construction

Bill Manning
16803 Hidden Timber Wood
San Antonio, TX 78248
Circle M Landscape Design & 
Construction

Supplier
Wildroot Organic, Inc.

Teresa Steinbrunner
215 W Bandera Rd Ste 114
PMB 623
Boerne, TX 78006
Wildroot Organic, Inc.

R e g i o n  2
Landscape
Gruene Horticultural Services, LLC

Tai Ngo
12222B FM 529 Road
Houston, TX 77041
Gruene Horticultural Services, LLC

Student
Evan Ford

Tarleton State University
6615 Trailway Lane
Spring, TX 77379

Supplier
Streamside Green, LLC

Margaret Spencer
PO Box 227
Round Top, TX 78954
Streamside Green, LLC
streamsidegreen.com

R e g i o n  4
Associate
Kim Howard

Texas Scottish Rite Hospital For Children
2222 Welborn St
Dallas, TX 75219-3924

Grower
Green Lake Nursery

Austin Quimby
PO Box 360656
Dallas, TX 75336
Green Lake Nursery
www.greenlakenursery.com

Landscape
Rosemont Group, Inc

Phillip Snoddy
2828 East Trinity Mills Road, Ste 300
Carrollton, TX 75006
Rosemont Group, Inc

MP Landscape And Outdoor 
Management, Inc.

Matt Probey
4 Westchester Ct
Heath, TX 75032
MP Landscape And Outdoor 
Management, Inc.

R e g i o n  5
Government Employee
Heather Dowell, TCLP

City Of Arlington
naturallyfun.org
1924 W Randol Mill Rd
Arlington, TX 76012

Landscape
Summer Breeze Lawn Care, Inc

Rodney Colston
621 Hammond Dr
Mansfield, TX 76063
Summer Breeze Lawn Care, Inc
www.summerbreezelawncare.com

Student
Alonzo Carpenter

Tarleton State University
802 S Main St
Fort Worth, TX 76104

John Paul
Tarleton State University
2249 Northwest Loop
Stephenville, TX 76401

R e g i o n  6
Government Employee
Scott Anderson, TCNP

City of Odessa Parks Department
PO Box 4398
Odessa, TX 79760-4398

R e g i o n  7
Government Employee
Sabra Morlan, TCNP

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service
125 Riverdale
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

R e g i o n  8
Landscape
Blue Sky Landscaping

Buddy Miller
4404 Bellvue Ave
Austin, TX 78756
Blue Sky Landscaping

Capital Environmental Services
Aaron Arbogust
10211 FM 969
Austin, TX 78724
Forever Green

Student
Ian Siverly

Tarleton State University
2113 Lincoln Ct
Belton, TX 76513

R e g i o n  9
Grower
Green Ridge Tree Farm, LLC

Chris Allen
11907 County Road 117
Eutaw, AL 35462
Green Ridge Tree Farm, LLC

Welcome!  TNLA would like to welcome its new members. If you would like to 
become a member, or if you have any questions or concerns about your current 
membership, please contact us at 800.880.0343. Visit www.tnlaonline.org to learn 
about the benefits of becoming a part of TNLA.

• For misting, humidifying, fogging and sprinkling

Self-flushing 

• For ponds, canals and rivers
• 50 to 3,500 GPM and up
• Automatic and pre-assembled
• Compact - fits in 14’ x 6’ area
• Quick backflush

Greenhouse & Nursery Systems

State of the Art Filtration

Injectors
Proportional
• Constant rate
• Ratio adjustment
• Very smooth drive

Super Fogger
• Efficient method for 

controlling greenhouse 
conditions (100 micron fog)

• Flow rate: 3.3 GPH 

Bridgeless 
Micro Sprinkler

• Bridgeless design 
- no dripping 

• Flat trajectory
• High distribution 

uniformity

Inlet
Valve

Outlet
Valve

Bypass
Valve

WATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

PRODUCT GUIDE 

 

3804-D Woodbury Drive
Austin, TX 78704

512.440.7744 • Fax 512.440.7793

APOLLO DISC FILTER
Reaching for the Stars

Container Systems
Weight Assemblies
• Pressure compensating
• Highly versatile

Spray Stakes
• Unique oval pattern
• Multiple flow rates

NEW

Includes everything you need for the 
ultimate water management systems: 
Driplines, Valves, Sprinklers,
Controllers, Injectors, Hoses, 
Sensors, Tubing and much more.  
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newly certified 
individuals

Learn more about  
the benefits of 
certification at  
www.tnlaonline.org.

TCNP
Shane L. Montgomery, TCNP
Calloway’s Nursery Store 121
McKinney, TX
Donna Wade, TCNP
Roots And Stems LLC
Albany, TX
Daryl Seth, TCNP
Amarillo Lawnmaster LLC
Amarillo, TX

TMCNP
Monique K. Darwin, TMCNP
Calloway’s Nursery #121
McKinney, TX

TCLA
James Theiss, TCLP, TCLA
Texas Nursery & Landscape Association 
Austin, TX
Rick McFarland, TCLA
Oasis Landscape Architects & Contractors
Houston, TX

TCLP
Shawn Michael, TCLP
Ravenscourt Landscaping
Houston, TX

www.tnla-academics.org
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Nominate a TNLA 
Young Leader Today
Nominations are Due May 15th

www.tnlaonline.org

The TNLA Young Leader 
Award, established by the 
Board of Directors in 1996, 
is presented annually to 
a deserving young leader 
age 41 and under who 
has displayed outstanding 
achievement and service 
to the Green Industry in 
Texas. TNLA and other 
community service by 
the nominee will be given 
special consideration by the 
selection committee.

Summit 
Aw a rd

Nominations are Due May 15th
www.tnlaonline.org

The TNLA Summit Award 
recognizes a member firm 
that has made significant, 
exceptional contributions 
to the Texas Nursery & 
Landscape Association 
and its member firms. 
The Summit Award is the 
highest honor bestowed 
by TNLA on a member 
firm. The firm successful 
in achieving the Summit 
Award exemplifies the 
Association’s ideals: 
innovation, service, and 
highly ethical behavior 
in the way it conducts its 
affairs.

2014 
Summit 
Award 
KBW 
Supply

2011 Young Leader Award recipient Jared Pyka and 2014 
recipient Jade Hopson 
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March
	 6	E arthKind Grounds Maintenance Workshop: Houston

	 12	D ealing with Drought in the Landscape Series: Using Native Plants  
in the Landscape: Austin

	 14	 The Art of Success in the Landscape Business: Austin

	 27	H ow to Build a Rain Garden: San Antonio

April
	 8-9 	I nterior Plantscape Symposium: Kennett Square, PA

	 14	L andscape Irrigation Auditing & Managment: El Paso

	29-30	A nnual Extension Horticulture’s Program Planning Conference: College 
Station

	 For meeting times and additional information,  
	 please visit www.tnlaonline.org

Calendar of Events 

The TNLA E&R Scholarship 
application deadline for 
horticulture students is 

May 1st!
Visit tnlaonline.org for 

more details and to 
download an application.

Professor Pig says,
“Hurry up and Get Your 

Money!”
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A d ve  r tise    r s  I n d e x

For media kit and advertising information, 
email advertising@tnlaonline.org

	 Page	 Advertiser	 Website

	 16	 Arborjet	 www.arborjet.com

	 22	 Backbone Valley Nursery	 www. texasmountainlaurels.com

	 2	 Ewing Irrigation Products, Inc.	 www.ewing1.com

	 26	 Horizon Irrigation	 www.horizononline.com

	 14	 Hotchkiss Insurance	 www.hiallc.com

	 30	 Living Earth Technologies	 www.livingearth.net

	 10	 Magnolia Gardens	 www.magnoliagardensnursery.com

	 32	 Mark Crenshaw

	 39	 OHP, Inc.	 www.ohp.com

	 4	 Quali-Pro	 www.quali-pro.com

	 26	 ROMCO Equipment Co.	 www.romco.com

	 40	 Shemin Nurseries, Inc.	 www.shemin.net

	 32	 Shweiki Media	 www.sweiki.com

	 28	 Spring Meadow Nursery	 www.springmeadownursery.com

	 34	 Submatic	 www.submatic-usa.com

	 29	 Texas Mutual	 www.texasmutual.com

	 8	 Texas Caterpillar	 www.holtcat.com

	 30	 The Davey Tree Expert Company	 www.davey.com

	 20, 21	 The Thompson Group at Classic Chevrolet	 www.classicfleet.com

	 38	 Vital Earth	 www.carlpool.com

	 35	 Vitamin Institute	 www.superthrive.com

ohp.com

Marengo 
Herbicide

#marengo

@OHPSolutions

ohp.com

(800) 356-4647

INSECTICIDES
FUNGICIDES
MITICIDES
PGRS
HERBICIDES

Pre-emergent control of grass and broadleaf weeds
Extended and exceptional length of control
New and unique mode of action (MOA)
Liquid & granular formulations  
Multiple use sites

© 2014 OHP, Inc. Marengo is a registered trademark of Bayer.

OUTSTANDING WEED 
CONTROL.
Now also available in granular formulation.

Granular Liquid

TNLA Update:

See us at booth 
#1129

Marengo_SC&G_Ad.indd   1 6/30/14   10:10 AM
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for Growers, 
Landscapers & 
Garden Centers

We’ve Got Your 

Fertilizer!

• Earth Safe Organic
 (19 items)

• Fertilizer Components
 (Huge Selection)

• Root Activator
 (Organic - All Natural)

• Vitazyme
 (Bio-Stimulant)

• Plant Specifi c Fertilizers
• Custom Fertilizers
• Micro-Nutrient Packages
• Grower Mixes
• Vital Earth Soils
• Custom Mixes

Available Through 
Your Favorite Distributor

for Growers, for Growers, 
Plant Foods

706 E. Broadway • P.O. Box 1148
Gladewater, TX 75647

903•845•2163

1•800•245•7645
www.carlpool.com

A Division of Vital Earth Resources, Inc.

Since 1945
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WE’RE GROWING WITH YOU!
...and opening a second Dallas/Fort Worth location:

1901 Holford Road, Garland, TX

ALSO IN: DALLAS/FT WORTH
521 Huffines Boulevard 

Lewisville, TX  75056-9552
(972) 939·1144

AUSTIN
12550 Harris Branch Parkway 

Manor, TX  78653-3752 
(512) 278.0997

HOUSTON
3802 Barker Cypress Road 
Houston, TX  77084-3931 

(281) 398.3040

COMING MARCH 2015:
Another convenient location!

Shemin Landscape Supply
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